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Planning for the Future — Universal Design Features

The Phillips had the future in mind
when they first approached
Timberpeg Carolina to design their
new retirement home. With arthritis
already becoming a factor, it was very
important that the design facilitated
ease of movement about the home.
The first consideration was obvious —
one floor living. That meant that the
main floor needed to include all the
amenities necessary to survive
day-to-day — garage, entry, master
suite, kitchen, dining, great room, and
of course laundry.

Since the main first floor living
level would be accessed from the
front driveway and garage, it was
important to minimize changes in
elevations. For example, the front
porch entry was designed with
minimal steps (two). This simplifies
the addition of an access ramp if
one is needed in the future. In the
meantime, the ramped utility entry
from the garage serves as the
day-to-day entry thus eliminating the
potential eye-sore of a front entry
ramp. The garage was then widened
to provide plenty of space to
maneuver in and out of cars and up
the ramp into the house. Whichever
way you enter the Phillips home,
wide 42” hallways provide easy
mobility for a wheelchair. Since the
Timberpeg system works on 48”
increments, wide hallways are
inherent to all Timberpegs.

Other considerations involving
wheelchair accessibility included
using wider doors between the main
living areas - indoor and outdoor.
For example, all the doors between
the garage and master bedroom were

widened, and at least one exterior
door to the rear deck was widened.

Maneuverability was also factored
into the design and layout of the
master bathroom. The nice wide
bathroom door provides immediate
access to the vanity thus minimizing
travel distance from the bedroom.
When designing the toilet area, extra
wide space was left in front and
beside to assist transfer from a
wheelchair. An ADA (American
Disabilities Act) approved toilet
equalized the two heights further
assisting transfer. Adjacent grab bars
on the sides are also critical for
transfer and safety - something the
Phillips requested from day one. It
just so happens Timberpeg’s standard
wall system provides a solid
horizontal timber perfectly placed 36”
off the floor to solidly anchor the grab
bar.

Other bathroom considerations
included the use of a large whirlpool
tub. A wide transfer surface on the
front side assists getting in and out.
Above the tub are two large awning
windows with cranks to open and
close. Even someone seated in the
tub can easily open them with one
hand. As a matter of fact, these
type of crank windows (awning &
casement) are a good idea for all
the rooms in the house since they can
easily be opened by arthritis sufferers
who appreciate the
easy-on-the-wrist operation.

Beyond the main floor living area, a
concern for the Phillips was how to
facilitate access to their boat. They
wanted to take advantage of their
lakefront access and enjoy boat
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WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN A LOT
How do you know when you’ve
found a good lot? Well, that depends
on what’s important to you.
Privacy - Can you see your neighbors’
houses? Are there existing trees or
shrubs to obstruct your view? If not,
can you plant some? How far from the
road is the building site? Is it a busy
road?
Buildable Area - Will your desired
house size fit on your lot? Have you
factored in the county setbacks? Do
you need room for two septic systems
(main & repair)?
Terrain - Is the lot sloped? Maybe it’s
a candidate for a walkout basement?
That’s a very cost effective way to get
more square footage.
Utilities — Have you verified how basic

utilities will work? Can you tap onto
existing sewer/water systems? How
much will that cost? Or will you need
to dig a well and install a septic
system? Where will your septic system
fit on your lot? Don’t forget to save
room for the repair field!

How deep a well will be required?
The deeper the more expensive. How
deep are your neighbors’ wells?

Lastly, don’t just think of how big the
lot is or how much it costs per
acre. The real question is how many
usable acres are there for the money?

How well will the spot suit your
specific needs? More importantly,
would you rather put more money
into your lot or into your home?

If you need help evaluating your
lot, give us a call!

OUR MISSION

Provide casually elegant living environmenr"'s,,

combining the natural warmth and tradlthn pf timber

framing with the highest quality matena:ls and

attention to details — reflecting the 11fes&1e and nctlon

desired by each Timberpeg homeowner.

BEARMING*RECOMMENDATIONS

“I found that quality distinguishes a Timberpeg home from other
homes. No cheap material is used, all high quality, top grade. 1

would recommend a Timberpeg to anyone who desires high quality.
I’m ready to build my next one.”

Jim Lewis — Lewis Construction, West Jefferson, NC

“One of the best things about Timberpeg is that whatever home you
want, however you want it to look, this is a company that can do it.

They hear you, share opinions, and are open to trying just about

anything you can think of.”

Charlotte Scudder — Timberpeg Homeowner, Juneau, Alaska

(Salisbury, NC native)

cruises. Since their gently sloping
lakefront lot was a perfect candidate
for a walkout (daylight) basement, the
main floor now became the second
floor in the back. The obvious
solution to facilitate access to the
basement and hence the lake was an
elevator. The Phillips thought they
would initially just design a place for
a future elevator but once they learned
how reasonably these are priced, they
decided to go ahead and install it
during construction.

Nowadays, people are living longer
and at higher standards than ever
before. With some simple
fore-thought, you can easily design
your new home for now and the
future!

In the Works

Mooresville, NC — After finding the
perfect lakefront lot (large, wooded,
secluded, gently sloped, deep water,
close to family) the Hunter’s moved
quickly to engage Timberpeg
Carolina to design their first and
“last” home. As you enter the 4800sf
Craftsman styled home, selectively
placed arched timber corner braces
and an attractive hammer beam truss
will frame a guest’s view of the lake
through the great room and a large
wall of windows. Outdoor living
areas assist in maximizing their great
water views including 2 screen
porches, a covered deck, an open
deck, an elevated porch, and a
covered patio. The Hunter’s can’t
wait to begin construction next
month!

L

Timber Tips

Preparing for Summer - As the heat
of summer quickly approaches, do
you imagine yourself enjoying your
new lakefront home? If you own
lakefront property and want to enjoy
your home next summer (2003), you
better get started! To be in your new
Timberpeg by next summer, you
need to begin building this fall. That
means you need to have a design
completed this summer!

That’s where Timberpeg can help!
We will be happy to visit your site,
hear your ideas, and begin

developing sketches of your new
home. With proper planning and
design expertise, you can soon
experience the blending of the
natural beauty of your Timberpeg
home with the natural beauty of your
lake setting.

Touch of
Excellence

Are tightly fitting timber joints
important to you? Timberpeg takes
great pride to create tight joinery.
We still use the traditional joinery
methods of the early settlers —
mortise and tenon, while effectively
marrying the modern day accuracy
of computer controlled equipment.
Because our homes are treated as
large pieces of furniture, the
accuracy provided by this equipment
to cut the intricate angles really
showcases the fine craftsmanship of
a Timberpeg. It’s in the joints and
specifically the angled joints that
true timber framing beauty is
revealed. This accuracy, however,
goes beyond the aesthetics; it assists
the builder in ensuring the frame is
assembled perfectly.
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