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Blending With Nature

Mike and Jill approached Timber-
peg Carolina almost four years ago
with interest in designing and build-
ing a timber framed home. They were
excited because they had just
purchased a large track of land adja-
cent to Lake James. Mike was exuber-
ant when he visited his first Timber-
peg home as he stated his land
“demands a house like this.” What
about someone’s land would make
them believe it ‘demands’ a Timber-
peg?

Upon visiting their lot to help site a
house and begin design discussions,
we soon learned why. The prime
building spot was determined to be at
the top of a knoll with views over-
looking Lake James to the south. A
great place for a covered front porch
to enjoy the panoramic views from
the shade. Behind the house to the
north Linville Mountain rises up over
the valley below, all of which is
national forest land. It was important
that the house be designed just right
so views of both the lake and moun-
tains could be enjoyed — particularly
from the great room. To accomplish
this, the great room was designed at
the end of the house with three walls
of windows open to the views. The
wall height was raised to 10’ to
maximize glass in the large
24°x 22’ room with soaring cathedral
ceilings. All this glass will certainly
bring the outdoors inside.

As you approach the house, you are

greeted by several natural welcoming
features that assist in blending the
home to its setting. Over the entry to
the front porch is an arched king post
truss soon to be inscribed with a
phrase describing the territory and
nearby creeks. Since the timber frame
creates such a relaxing and beautiful
environment, Mike and Jill desired
that their whole front porch be timber
framed. This type of porch will not
only blend with the setting but it will
create a natural transition from
outdoors to the timber framing on the
inside.

The timber framed porch ceiling
with its wide 8” tongue and grove
decking will be supported by
timbered porch posts that mimic
nearby trees - blending with the
environment. Anchoring these posts
to the land will be large native stone
columns. As Mike desired from the
beginning, this two tiered front porch
will allow many a neighbor to enjoy
the shade, views and hospitality for
many years to come.

To the rear of the house, a large
sunroom was designed to capture the
views of the mountains. Jill consid-
ered a deck but really wanted to enjoy
the views year-round so they decided
to heat the room and add lots of
windows.

So why would someone say a site
‘demands’ a Timberpeg? For Mike
and Jill, its ability to create a natural
relaxing atmosphere, capture views

TECH+~NIQUES

What does low maintenance mean to
you? Our homeowner’s often use the
words “low maintenance” when
describing an important desire for their
new home. If you are talking about the
exterior of your home, there are several
factors that influence the maintenance
and life of three critical areas - roofing,
siding and trim.

On the roof the best way to extend its
life is to ensure it is properly vented. In
a timber frame home the high vaulted
ceilings require the roof insulation to
lie just below your roofing material
(e.g. asphalt shingles). Without proper
ventilation, the sun will heat up the roof
degrading it quicker, thus decreasing its
life. One way to ensure your roof is
properly vented is to use Timberpeg’s
proprietary roofing wrap-n-strap
insulation system. An additional bonus
is its cost effective-ness compared to
the often used non-vented structural
insulated panels (SIPS).

Proper venting of your siding materi-
als will also extend their lives and
reduce maintenance. Hardiplank is
certainly becoming more popular and is
marketed as low maintenance, but it is
still unproven as to whether it can stand
the test of time. Wood, on the other
hand, is proven. For example, cedar

siding, if properly installed, can last for
hundreds of years. While cedar
contains natural weather resistant
properties, its life can be extended by
providing a way for the siding to
quickly dry out from rains and high
humidity. Accordingly, a vented wall
system like the wrap-n-strap is an
effective technique.

Another critical component to protect
your siding & trim is to apply a high
quality stain or paint. The most effec-
tive technique is to stain your siding
and trim materials on all six sides
before they are installed — often termed
pre-staining. Timberpeg now offers as
part of its package prestaining of
materials before shipment. With
Sherwin-Williams Machine Finishing
process, you can achieve 15 and 25
year warranties against chipping,
cracking, peeling, blistering.

Some of the benefits of prestaining
include finishing the materials in a
controlled environment so weather at
the site is no longer an issue. You also
ensure that all 6 sides of the boards are
actually being finished. Plus your house
looks finished as soon as the siding and
trim is installed. And it’s less expensive
than comparable field applied finish,
which has a very limited warranty.
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BEARMING*RECOMMENDATIONS

“Timberpeg gave me what I wanted - attention to detail and pure

quality throughout..”

Tom ¢ Timberpeg Homeowner ¢ Denver, NC

“I look forward to coming to work each day to work in such a

beautiful structure.”

Carol * Employee * MD Laser Studio * Mooresville, NC.

and blend with nature says it all.
lending with the environment.
Anchoring these posts to the land will
be large native stone columns. As
Mike desired from the beginning, this
two tiered front porch will allow
many a neighbor to enjoy the shade,
views and hospitality for many years
to come.

To the rear of the house, a large
sunroom was designed to capture the
views of the mountains. Jill consid-
ered a deck but really wanted to enjoy
the views year-round so they decided
to heat the room and add lots of
windows.

So why would someone say a site
‘demands’ a Timberpeg? For Mike
and Jill, its ability to create a natural
relaxing atmosphere, capture views
and blend with nature says it all.

In the Works

Marion, NC - Patience has paid off
for Mike and Jill as they will be
breaking ground on their new home
in late April. As their builder is
clearing the site, digging/pouring
footings and installing their first floor
flooring system, Timberpeg is cutting
their timberframe and consolidating
all the materials to arrive together in
one simple shipment.

Mike and Jill will certainly be on
hand to stand up the traditional first
post in late May as the frame will be
raised.

Timber Tips

Preparing for Summer - As the heat
of summer quickly approaches, do
you imagine yourself enjoying your
new lakefront home? Maybe
waterskiing? Sitting on the dock
enjoying sunsets? If you own
lakefront property and want to enjoy
your home next summer (2006), you
better get started! To be in your new
custom Timberpeg by next summer,
you need to begin building this fall.
That means you need to have a
design completed this summer!

That’s where Timberpeg can help!
We will be happy to visit your site,
hear your ideas, and begin
developing sketches of your new
home. With proper planning and
design expertise, you can soon
experience the blending of the
natural beauty of your Timberpeg
home with the natural beauty of your
lake setting.

Touch of
Excellence

In February, Timberpeg South held
its annual regional meeting in
Cincinnati for their 25 Timberpeg
representatives and four regional
managers to network and share
knowledge. We were instructed by
Timberpeg’s chief designer, Jim
Driesch, who brings 30 years of
design experience, on design
techniques. Timberpeg’s on staff
architect, Jonathan Vincent AIA,
also led a session on the recent
enhance-ments to our timber joinery
— both structural and aesthetic. But
the biggest benefit was to share
experiences with other local
representatives. How much is it
worth to you to have these kinds of
resources and experience to bear on
your project?
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